m              THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
Military Minion were its aims and potential effects as
viewed by the Turks, the Germans, and the Russians.
Mahmud Shevket and the Young Turks, in fear of Rus-
sian intrigues south of the Caucasus and in response to
pressure for reforms in Armenia, decided in the spring of
1913 to ask for seventeen English inspectors for the Ana-
tolian gendarmerie and civil administration. Grey at first
assented, but later cut the number down to five out of
regard for Russian and German susceptibilities.258 At the
same time Mahmud Shevket desired that Germany should
send new military instructors to Turkey. He believed that
it was only through Anglo-German cooperation that Turkey
could be regenerated. As he explained to the German
Ambassador on April 26, 1913:
Turkey can only bring about her resurrection if she
can count on Germany and England. That these two coun-
tries have hitherto been in opposition has been the chief
cause of our misfortunes. I must therefore take care that
Turkey becomes the ground on which an Anglo-German
understanding shall take place. [After discussing the in-
ternal reforms needed, he continued.] We have few trained
and reliable officials. Here foreign countries must help.
I shall therefore turn to the various Cabinets with a re-
quest for reformers. For the reorganization of the army I
count definitely upon Germany. This is the most important
point in my program. The army must be reformed from
the bottom up; politics must be driven out of the [Turkish]
officer group. For this the activity of the officers of instruc-
tion, in the way they have been shoved in here and there
into our organization as mere advisers, is not sufficient.
Also for the reform of education I count upon the support
of the German Government I shall ask Italy for gendarme
officers for Syria, and France for reorganizes for finance
and for the postal and telegraph service. Austria's help I
would rather not have. On the other hand, I need the Eng-
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